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lengthy    comparison.    The    "Dunkard" 
church of America is over one hundred 
and fifty yeais old, and yet does not near- 
ly cover every  state of this country,  and 
scarcely touch any other whether heathen 
or civilized.    Other denominations  that 
do not claim  pearly  as  much  as we do 
have spread   themselves over the earth. 
The most  striking instance of what relig- 
ious zeal can do is perhaps  characterized 
in the person of Dr. A. B. Simpson, the 
worthy   head   of the Christian Alliance. 
About twelve years ago Dr. Simpson with- 
drew from a lucrative charge, in a wealthy 
church, and commenced single handed to 
preach   the Gospel to the poor of New 
York    City.    To-day   he    (through    his 
workers) operates through over forty mis- 
sions in that city   alone, and is the lead- 
ing spirit in some missionary enterprise in 
nearly every city in  this country, and in 
all the missionary fields of heathen lands. 
He travels from city to city, from state to 
state,   and from country   to country, to 
fulfil  that   part   of   the   commission   of 
Christ, which is by us so very much neg- 
lected.    Recently he visited the   Pacific 
coast.    At the close of his meetings in 
Denver over fifty offered  their services as 
missionaries.    At Los Angeles one hun- 
dred and seventy-five offered to go as for- 
eign missionaries.     His collections are as 
marvelous  as    his   success    in   enlisting 
workers.     During   the   late   trip he   was 
given one check of five thousand dollars, 
at Los Angeles over thirty gold watches 
were laid on the missionary altar, and on 
the closing day of the Alliance Conven- 
tion, in New York, last October, the col 
lection amounted   to over  fifty-two  thou- 
sand   dollars.    Compare   this   work   of 
twelve   years   with   ours of one hundred 
anil fifty years, and then ask yourself who 
is   fulfilling   the   commission   of  Christ, 
he  who goes   forth in  the spirit of the 
Lord, or he who wraps   himself up in the 
letter and stays at home ? 

It is not necessary to make a "hobby" 
of either open or close communion, as it 
is a question that will not give us a great 
deal of bother. Members of other de- 
nominations are about of the same mind 
as We are, and do not care as a rule to 
commune with us. When here and there 
one rises superior to these common preju- 
dices as is willing to observe the ordi- 
nances with us as we observe them we 
should rejoice in it rather than reject 
them. 

In conclusion, I suppose I had as well 
anticipate the probable cry of heterodoxy, 
or possibly even heresy. I am a "dyed- 
in-the-wool," uncompromising adherent, 
and advocate of trine immersion, as in- 
deed I could not be anything else as long as 
I   contend   for  literal    interpretation   of 

scripture which is a "hobby" with me to 
such an extent that I have been called an 
"extremist," but I do not believe that 
our peculiar knowledge of scripture has 
come to us by inspiration, but by educa- 
tion. Until we have taken the pains to 
educate the rest of the world we cannot 
condemn others for not observing the or- 
dinances as we do. 

I even agree with Brother Keplogle that 
all the merit there is in baptism is in the 
form, or mode as no other mode than 
a three-fold immersion symbolizes what 
baptism is supposed to symbolize. Sprink- 
ling does not symbolize, a burial and 
pouring does not symbolize a burial, and 
single immersion virtually denies the 
Trinity. 

I trust these scattered observations may 
stir us up to greater zeal and energy in 
what we believe to be the truth, and cul- 
tivate a broader charity toward those who 
cannot see as we do. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 709 Arch St. 

DO YOU KNOW?- 

That there are more men skeptical as to 
the truths of infidel science than there are 
men skeptical concerning the Bible ? 

That there is only one life, which is a 
life of joy, peace and contentment, and 
that it is the life made so by touching the 
hem of His garment. 

That touching the hem of his garment 
means something more than belonging to 
church." Master, the multitude press and 
throng thee. And saycst thou, who touch- 
ed me?" "Yea, I know. But some one 
hath touched me for I perceive that virtue 
is gone out of me." Have you drawn 
virtue from Christ. 

That you should read my first assertion 
again and then this : "There is one thing 
that mars all the pleasure of my lif§, "said 
an infidel. "Indeed," replied his friend; 
"what is that ?" He answered : / am 
afraid the Bible is true. If I could know 
for certain that death is an eternal sleep, 
I should be happy ; my joy would be com- 
plete ! But here is the thorn that stings 
me. This is the sword that pierces my 
very soul,—if the Bible is true, I am lost 
forever." 

That you should and can be on the safe 
side ? At least, Hope is left you. Hope ! 
Hope! Ah, that is the brightest star 
above the world where roams the soul. 

That the greatest battle ever fought in 
this world was fought between the King of 
Hell and the King of Heaven, in the wil- 
derness near Jericho, and upon the out- 
come of that battle hung the destiny of 
worlds on worlds, and what is more worth, 
—of my soul and your soul. 

That he who won that victory will soon 

come again clothed in power and in glory, 
to save and to destroy. 

That that day is not far away. "And 
this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preach- 
ed in all ihe world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end toine." 
(Matt   24 : 14.) 

That the greatest work in this world is 
the saving of souls, and that the saddest 
thing one that will be saved can then say, 
"I am here, but empty handed." 

That saving souls will cause great sacri- 
fice. He, that was hungered, refused 
bread ; that was weak, refused power; 
that had not where to lay his head, refus- 
ed all the kingdoms of this world, that he 
might save souls. 

That a sermon v/hich is not preached 
for the one purpose,—the saving of souls, 
—is a sermon wasted. The devil loves to 
hear such sermons. 

That the only such sermon the writer 
ever preached in the few short years he 
has been in the ministry, was preached 
on the subject, "Is the soul immortal?" 
All sermons preached on that subject are 
worse than foolish, when men are thirst- 
ing for the bread of life. If the soul is 
immortal, let us strive to save it from 
punishment. If it is not immortal, let us 
strive to make it immortal through Christ. 
Either can be accomplished by preaching 
Christ, but never by arguing the question. 
Eternity alone will decide that question. 

That every harp of an angelic choir was 
stricken by hands celestial, when a soul 
came forth last night and gave us the hand 
and God the heart. Taking up the flag 
just at the dawn of life, may God help 
her to bear it, though it be torn and crim- 
soned, until the great commander shall 
say, "Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant. Thou hast been faithful over a 
few things I will make thee ruler over 
many things." 

That your prayers are required in be- 
half of her mother, father, brothers and 
sisters, whom she so earnestly desires to 
go with her on her way to the Holy City. 
She is the first of the family to come, but 
like Bunyan's Pilgrim, she leaves the City 
of Destruction, though she must journey 
alone. 

Taht your prayers are earnestly asked 
here at Auburn, where we are few and 
weak. If Auburn cannot furnish examples 
of faithful members in the great work, 
they are not to be found in the brother- 
hood. 

That we are laboring under great disad- 
vantages, in not being so situated that we 
can have a Sunday-school or a Christian 
Endeavor of our own. But Brethren we 
are going to try and stir the fire from the 
pulpit, until these disadvantages can be 
overcome. God help sinners to watch 
the beacon which will guide them to their 
eternal home, is my prayer, Amen and 
amen. Louis S. BAUMAN. 

Auburn, 111., July 22. 


